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FROM OUR PASTOR 
On April 1, 2020 I stood under the gorgeous 
blooms of a Redbud tree and recorded a 
daily devotional on something called 

“anticipatory grief,” it means grieving before the pain-
ful event actually occurs. When a loved one faces a 
terminal diagnosis our grief begins, even while they 
are alive, because we anticipate their death. On that 
morning, I was attempting to articulate our anxiety 
over the rise of COVID cases in our nation. We were 
mourning our first death from COVID here in Wilkes 
County, and we were grieving the projections that we 
would see up to 200,000 American die. I am watching 
the news as I type this, and a Breaking News alert just 
announced that today, we surpassed 400,000 Ameri-
can deaths – double what we grieved over last April. In 
Wilkes County today, we are reporting 83 of our 
neighbors dead and 37 hospitalized. By the time you 
read this, those numbers may be much higher. Our 
grief is no longer anticipatory.  

We are grateful for the development of vaccines, 
which many of you have received, and hopeful that 
more and more will find immunity so that we can ease 
back into the life that we all miss. I hesitate to say, “get 
back to normal,” because I am hoping that society will 
come back more compassionate, kind, thoughtful, and 
loving. Although, that too seems to be a struggle lately. 
Yet, I have hope, and I know most of you do as well.  

We enter 2021 with new hope that we can achieve 
immunity before the end of the year. This also gives us 
hope that we can begin to ease back into communal 
worship once more. So, I would like to offer a few ten-
tative thoughts and plans on worship this year. 

1. House Church – The first Christians of scripture did 
not worship in community buildings, they wor-
shipped in homes. A host would invite family and 
friends to come together in their home to pray, sing 
hymns, and witness to God’s love offered through 
Jesus Christ. While gathering with others who reside 
outside of your home is not recommended by 
COVID restrictions, I am aware that many of you do 
have a small bubble of people you are in contact 
with. If you have a group of family and friends in 
which you frequently gather and feel safe around, 
you may want to consider starting a House Church. I 
will provide all the materials and guidance you need 
each week to host a worship service. If you are in-
terested in beginning a House Church contact me – 
336-293-3697 or karenroberts@wilkes.net. 
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2. Easter – My tentative plan is that we will gather for 
outdoor worship on Easter (April 4) and it is my 
hope that we can offer outdoor worship each week 
after, weather permitting. The plan is tentative be-
cause we are committed to the safety of our staff 
and vulnerable members of our congregation and 
will continue to monitor safety protocols.  

3. Streaming Worship – Our worship service will con-
tinue to be streamed online even when we return 
to in-person worship. We have many who have 
joined our community online that live outside of our 
area and we want to continue to worship with them 
each week, as well as continue to worship with 
those who may still feel unsafe or unable to return 
to in-person worship. 

I am so grateful for your patience as we have navi-
gated this difficult year. Let us pray that we will soon 
see the day when COVID is no longer a threat and we 
can again gather as one body to serve the Lord.  

~ Pastor Karen  

MISSION: LOVE TREE  ❤  ❤  ❤ 
The Wilkesboro United Methodist Women 
and WUMC Home Missions Committee are 
offering an opportunity to help those in need 

again this year during the month of February. Even 
with our inability to meet in person, we can still make 
a difference in the lives of church members and com-
munity people in need. One half will be given to 
Wilkes Ministry of h.o.p.e. to help those in the com-
munity with crisis needs. One half will be utilized to 
help church members with medical or other crisis 
needs. Please be a part of this ministry!   

♥ Questions? Contact Gretchen Barelski 336-667-
9450, gbarelski@charter.net, or text 336-957-0943. 

♥ If you would like to honor someone with a donation 
of $25 or more, a card will be sent notifying them of 
your gift.  

♥ Please make your donation payable directly to 
Wilkesboro United Methodist Women, with memo 
“Love Tree”.  And mail your gift to the church:        
PO Box 197, Wilkesboro 28697 (or to Jan Taylor 580 
Waddell Road, Roaring River 28669). 

♥ If you would like a tax receipt, please include a note 
indicating so with your donation. Your donation 
amount will not be included with your church giving 
donation record, but a tax receipt will be provided 
by the WUMC UMW Treasurer. 

mailto:karenroberts@wilkes.net
mailto:gbarelski@charter.net
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all funds giving report 

12/31  $   2,325.00 

01/04           $   3,725.00 

01/09  $ 25,095.83 

01/19  $   4,540.00 

01/25  $   3,775.00 

Pastor: Karen Roberts 
karenroberts@wilkes.net 

Youth: Donnie & Angila Thornton 
dthornton7530@gmail.com 

Music Ministry: Jim Brooks 
jimbrooks973@gmail.com 

Secretary: Regina Koons 
wumcadmin@wilkes.net 

Treasurer: Glenda Pierce 
treasurer@wilkes.net 

 
Tuesdays, until further notice.   

If needed prior, please email Glenda  
or contact the church office. 

Administrative Council meeting 
minutes and Treasurer Reports  
are available in the Sanctuary  
narthex and on our website  

(via the Newsletter link). 

STEWARDSHIP 
God has blessed each of us with the 
opportunity to give of ourselves 
through our tithes and offerings. 
Your faithful giving helps enable the 
church in meeting the needs of this 
ministry. The stewardship of this 
church family is commendable and 
an incredible blessing during the 
unique time we are in. Thank you! 
 By mail: WUMC, PO Box 197, 

Wilkesboro NC 28697 
 Giving Online via our church 

website on the homepage. 
 Automatic bank draft via your 

personal bank. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY—UMW 
The Wilkesboro UMW are not meeting in person this 
month but will participate in a 3-part “Just Energy For 
All” webinar series February 22, March 8, 22 at 3pm to 
learn more about the why and what of United Method-

ist Women's Just Energy for All campaign, as well as how our United Meth-
odist Women unit, district or conference can be involved. The 90-minute 
webinars will include presentations, breakout sessions, and opportunities 
to connect with other UMW members and people of faith. You don’t need 
to be a United Methodist Women member to join us—all are welcome! 

 Part 1 (2/22/21): Why Just Energy for All? Why should United Methodist 
Women and people of faith care about just energy for all? 

 Part 2 (3/8/21): What is Just Energy for All? Fossil fuels? Solar? Wind? 
All renewable energy? Nuclear? 

 Part 3 (3/22/21): How do we advance Just Energy for All? How can Unit-
ed Methodist Women and people of faith be part of the solution? 

Looking for ways to connect with other United Methodist Women mem-
bers and people of faith who are working to advance just energy? Connect 
with others all year long—Sign up for Monthly Strategy and Capacity Build-
ing Sessions.  Join in every third Wednesday of the month at 3pm.  These 
monthly 90-minute sessions are intended to provide an opportunity to 
network, share best practices, and support you in your work of advancing 
just energy for all at the local, state, and national levels. The format will 
vary from month to month and may include various speakers, capacity-
building, peer-coaching, breakout groups by themes/region and updates 
from the National Office. You don’t need to be a United Methodist Women 
member to join us. All are welcome!  

Registration requested via: unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/ 
      connect-with-others-advance-just-energy-for-all 

MEN’S MINISTRY—UMM 
       The Men will not meet until conditions allow.   
       Be encouraged and stay in touch with each other. 

 
You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You,  
because he trusts in You. Trust in the Lord forever, for in Yah,  
the Lord, is everlasting strength.  Isaiah 26:3-4 (NKJV) 

RISE AGAINST HUNGER 
Annually, our congregation participates with Rise Against 
Hunger (RAH) by raising funds to purchase meals for the 

world’s most destitute and hungry.  The Meal Packaging Event date is still 
to be determined.  However, we are on our way to providing 20,000+ 
meals in 2021 with $3,750 donated through 1/25. Our goal is $6,800.  
Financial gifts to WUMC-memo “RAH” are welcomed.  

Excerpts from RiseAgainstHunger.org: 

 Hunger doesn’t have to exist — let’s end it together… 

 The number of people facing hunger in the world has dropped from 24% 
in 1990 to about 10%. FAO  

 821 million people in the world don’t get the food they need to live a 
healthy life. FAO  

 Malnutrition is the single largest contributor to disease in the world. FAO 

 School feeding programs can help prevent hunger, increase school en-
rollment, reduce absenteeism and improve learning outcomes. FAO  

http://wilkesboroumc.com/Contributions
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/connect-with-others-advance-just-energy-for-all
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/connect-with-others-advance-just-energy-for-all
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AMEN CORNER 

PRAYER CONCERNS        

 Please notify the church office with confirmed updates.  
  Names will be removed after 30 days unless otherwise requested. 
 Also, please let Pastor Karen or the church office know if you would  

like prayer, or know of church family and/or friends in need of prayer. 

  [01/27/21] 

 Please continue to pray for all who are sick, unemployed, and challenged 
by the effects of COVID-19. 

 Members—Bill Alexander, Jean Alvis, Chuck Byers, Bobbie Burke, Diana Cec-
il, Jim & Brenda Dale, Jim & Pat Day, Stephen Dills, Dave Freeman, Russell 
Golds & Family, Anne Groce, Frances Howell, Françoise Hughes, John Mabry, 
Sherry Mabry, Peggy Marley, Adam Randolph, Caroline Randolph, Family of 
Ted Rhudy, Mary Summerford, Herb & Sue Taylor, Barton Waddell, Cindy 
Winslow, Randall Woodruff 

 Residing In—Accordius Health: Buddy Hulcher, Bob & Donna Webber; Rose 
Glen Village: Bobbie Blake, Cathy Freeman, Jean Garwood, Wanda Garwood; 
Villages of Wilkes: Mary Lou Brooks 

 Friends & Relatives—Claudius Absher Richard Absher, Madison X, Katie/
Kevin/Kennedy Allen, Christian Altolph, Jessica Barbosa, Andrea Blair,  
Grandma B., Sue Ellen Cashion, Jennifer Dixon, Jesse Dixon, Vernon Eller, 
Karen Goodman, Shannon Hughes, Benny Kilby, Chris May, Stephen Nobles, 
Hannah Riley, Ridge Riley, Gerald Stierwalt, David Taylor III & wife, Tamara, 
Remi Kyle Worthman, Katy Wyatt 

 In the Military—Tyler Bowman, Aaron Jones 
 In the World—Individuals who do not know Jesus Christ as Lord. 

HONDURAS  
MISSION 2021 
May 16—28 

Anyone interested in becoming 
part of the Wilkesboro UMC 
mission team, please contact 
the church office.   
Financial gifts to WUMC-memo 
“Honduras” welcomed. 

SEWING BEE 
The Sewing Bee group hit 
the ground running to 
start the 2021 year, easi-

ly finishing 1/12th of the goals 
for the year. We hope there will 
be a dozen distributions as travel 
may once again be safe. While 
it is too soon to have specific 
dates, there are 3 large orders 
we expect to fill: another barrel 
to ship to Ghana to support 
several orphanages, boxes of 
clothes and bookbags for the 
truck going to the Navajo Indian 
Reservation, and as many book-
bags as we can for the Rise 
Against Hunger organization.  

THANK YOU 
Thank you for your donation of $1,000. We are so thankful for your support. 
 ~ Blessings, Catherine H. Barber Memorial Shelter 
Thank you for your generous gift to Wilkes Ministry of h.o.p.e. There is no 
way to fully express our gratitude to you. Your financial support helps us to 
continue to meet the needs of others while sharing Christ’s love. We appreci-
ate you! [See p. 4 for Wilkes Ministry of h.o.p.e. information] 
 ~ In His Service, Wilkes Ministry of h.o.p.e. 

Thank you very much for the stamps you sent to the Stamp Ministry. The in-
come from their sale goes to support preparation, publication and distribu-
tion of a Spanish language curriculum for Sunday Schools. More than 50   les-
son series have been published and are being used in churches of 40 different 
denominations in Spanish speaking countries in Latin America, Spain and 
even the USA.  In July of 2018, the Alliance Stamp Ministry, with God’s help, 
reached One Million Dollars!!! We are now working on our Second Million!!! 
This brings us to a grand total of $1,061,300 since the inception of the stamp 
ministry in 1972. To God Be the Glory! As of the end of December 2020, $30k 
total has been generated in support of the Sunday School program in 2020.  
Thank you so much for your support of this unique ministry… [See Stamp 
Ministry information top right on this page.] 

~ Thank you for serving the Lord with us, Stamp Ministry Volunteers 

FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS 
Happy Birthday!  

2 Eva Scott; 3 Karen Robinson; 6 Maria Barelski; 7 Karla Gibson, Antha Reid;  
9 Kenneth Foster; 10 Bobbie Blake; 11 Julie Hayes, Josiah Smithey; 12 Gilbert 
Cox, Robert Pless; 15 Max Groce; 16 Alice Kilby; 18 Dustin Mullins; 19 Josh 

Lentz; 20 John Mabry, Joann Vestal; 22 Lois Dills; 25 Tori Combs, Aaron 
Jones; 27 Jean Brown; 28 Scott Groce, Linda Horton; 29 Tami Osborne 

Happy Anniversary! 
15 Billy & Kay Hayes; 16 Ray & Betty Beshears 

GIRL SCOUT COOKIES 
A complete Girl Scout 
Cookie list is available in 

the Educ. bldg. & church office. 
Toast-Yay cookie is New in 2021 
and 2021 is the last year the 
S’mores cookie.   
Place your order by writing 
your cookie/quantity selection, 
your phone #, along with pay-
ment to “Girl Scouts” (cash pre-
ferred) and leave it in a sealed 
envelope in mailbox #29 by the 
church office. 

STAMP MINISTRY 
Help by placing can-
celled stamps in the 

“Stamp Ministry” box in the 
Educ. bldg. See Thank You on 
this page in the Amen Corner.  
 Dealers require a 1/4” or 1/3” 

border around. Still accepted 
if less but at a lower price. 
 Damaged (torn/wrinkled) are 

usable.  
 Metered postage is not usable. 
 Non-cancelled regular stamps 

fixed to envelope are usable, 
except for 1 cent stamps. 
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WILKESBORO  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

exists to share the good news of Jesus Christ,  
comfort the troubled and embrace God’s love.

Sundays 
10:00am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship 
Wednesdays 
  6:30pm Bible Study 

non-profit org. 
US postage 

P A I D 
permit #5002 

wilkesboro nc 

Wilkesboro United Methodist Church  

309 W. Main Street / PO Box 197, Wilkesboro, NC  28697  

Office: (336)818-0552 * Mon.-Fri. 9am—3pm 

www.wilkesboroumc.com  
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return services requested 

FEBRUARY 2021 
7 Sun 10:00 Sunday School, p. 4 

  11:00a Worship Service, p. 4 
14 Sun 10:00 Sunday School, p. 4 

  11:00a Worship Service, p. 4 
17 Wed  7:00p Ash Wednesday Service of Worship, p.4 
21 Sun 10:00 Sunday School, p. 4 

  11:00a Worship Service, p. 4 
24 Wed 6:30p Lenten Bible Study, p. 4 
28 Sun 10:00 Sunday School, p. 4 

  11:00a Worship Service, p. 4 

Updates and communication are  
provided via Letters from Our Pastor 
on www.WilkesboroUMC.com + mail,  
email “Updates”, and occasional 
phone tree messages as needed to 
help each other Stay Connected!  

Contact the church office if you need help connecting :) 

reach out: By phone, by postal mail, by email—reach out 
sharing expressions of love, encouragement, and prayers. 
Simply let someone know you are thinking of them.      
Contact the church office for addresses and/or phone 
numbers for church family if needed. 

sunday school class @ 10am: Join Jan Taylor and friends 
for class via Zoom.  The class link and phone number are 
provided via email/mail.  Contact the church office if you 
need class details. 

sunday worship:  Join Pastor Karen and Jim Brooks for 
livestream Worship at 11am on the church’s Facebook 
page. The video of each worship service will be made  
available on the church’s YouTube channel soon after. 

wednesday night bible study @ 6:30pm: Join Pastor  
Karen and friends via Zoom.  The class link and phone 
number are provided via email/mail.  Contact the church 
office if you need class details.  

STAY CONNECTED 

       WILKES MINISTRY OF H.O.P.E. 
Need: Donations of non-perishable food items 
& baby items (baby shampoo, lotion, & diaper 
cream).  Need: Volunteers for tasks/projects 

etc.; churches and/or groups to do Food Drives. 
Wood is available during the winter season to help 
with heating needs.  

Prayers & financial gifts welcomed.  
336-903-1414; hope@brushymountain.com; Facebook 

ANNUAL  
FEBRUARY  
EVENTS  
POSTPONED  
or may be 
cancelled. 

 Valentine Banquet 
 Relay for Life Card Party 
 Pancake Day 
 Rise Against Hunger, p. 2 

NC GUARDIAN AD LITEM 
Be a voice! Virtual Training begins 
April 13, 2021.  

 Volunteers are trained as child advocates for 
abused and neglected children. 

 Child advocates and attorneys work together to 
champion children’s needs in court. 

 Child advocates promote a safe and permanent 
home for children. 

Must complete online application and be approved by 
GAL District Administrator prior to participating in 
Training Sessions (Tuesdays 530-730p; 4/13–5/18).  

REGISTRATION DEADLINE APRIL 1ST. 
GAL.District23@nccourts.org; 336-651-4421 

VolunteerForGAL.org 

ASH WEDNESDAY—Service of Worship 
February 17 @ 7:00pm 
Facebook & YouTube. Details to come. 

 LENTEN STUDY—Spiritual Practices 
 that draw us closer to God 
 Begins Wednesday, February 24,  
 in the first week of Lent @ 6:30pm.  

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

http://wilkesboroumc.com/LetterfromOurPastor31320
http://www.WilkesboroUMC.com
http://wilkesboroumc.com/StayConnected
https://www.facebook.com/WilkesboroUMC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafFXOVZaBcXfBaEdjXSuMQ
http://wilkesboroumc.com/StayConnected

